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#4.Family Acts of Service





Mark 9:30-37,   James 2:14-26  (cf John 13:1-17, Acts 2:42-47, 1John 4:19-21)                                          
Today is the last installment of our current series: 4 Keys of Families Growing Together in Jesus.  It's about making our homes places where it becomes natural to “speak the language” of faith, hope and love.  So far we've looked at Caring Conversations; Family Times in the Word; and Family Rituals and Traditions.  Today we look at not just "speaking the language of faith", but also the "doing the stuff of faith": Family Acts of Service.        To start off, what do you think of this quote?

    "What we hear we forget, what we see we remember, but what we do becomes a part of us."

Children remember what they see their parents do; and learn what they do with their parents.  When children take part in a service activity with parents or other faithful adults, something powerful happens.  When they get hands on themselves and reflect on it afterwards, they pick up the mantle and learn the lifestyle of Jesus.  They also learn the joy of helping others.  So the baton of faith is passed on to the next generation. As Child in our Hands puts it:
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Serving one's neighbour is the calling all are given through the life and message of Jesus Christ.

For a Christian, service is motivated out of love we have first received from God. Service communicates that love to others and is a concrete expression of one's own faith and values.  Service projects by families, congregations or groups of Christians, have been shown to be a vital way to pass on faith from generation to generation.  Children and youth are greatly influenced by what they see in the lives of others, especially parents and other family members. 



(The Child in Our Hands conference manual, Youth and Family Institute of Augsburg College, pg 62)
Jesus – Our Servant King

Maybe you’ve heard the saying, “Jesus does feet.” (cf John 13:1-17)   His whole ministry was about serving people, ministering to their point of need, and restoring them to wholeness.  In the Gospel of Mark, a great irony unfolds after Peter's confession that Jesus is the Messiah (Mk 8:29). Jesus keeps telling his disciples about going to Jerusalem to give up his life
; the disciples keep arguing about who is the greatest.
  In response to these arguments, Jesus repeatedly points out that greatness in the kingdom of God is measured in serving others –especially those who are considered "least" (cf Matthew 18:1-6,10-14,  Mark 9:33-37, 10:35-45, Luke 22:24-27).  

As with the first disciples, this is a life long lesson for us to learn.  We want to “graduate” –go on to bigger and better things.  We assume that once we’ve been Christians for a while, then menial tasks are beyond us.  Mopping floors, cleaning up and packing up after an event, cooking a meal, visiting a lonely person, handing out hymn books, making morning tea, welcoming the visitor, putting out the trash  – "Let someone else do it!".  We want to be served!    

I reckon that’s how the disciples thought on the night of Passover.  Luke tells us that they were still arguing about who was the greatest (Lk 22:24).  Asserting self at the expense of others, I bet none of them were prepared to wash any of the other’s feet.  But then Jesus takes off his outer garments, assumes the posture of a slave, grabs a bowl of water and a cloth … and washes each one’s feet.  Then Jesus takes his place back at the table.

What about that don’t we get?  
The way of Jesus is the way of service.  
Jesus didn't just talk about service… he lived it and died doing it.  For even the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45)   
What's a "ransom"?  The price paid to set a captive or slave free.
You are one of the many for whom Jesus paid his perfect life.  I am just going to pause so you can recall the cross of Jesus Christ, and reflect on the cost of your ransom.                           See how much Jesus loves you!!  

You are one of the many for whom Jesus took the punishment of death -so you could share in his life. 

You are one of the many for whom Jesus rose again -to assure you that the best is yet to come!    

Followers of Jesus love to serve  

We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19, cf vv 7-21)  Jesus frees us from slavery to self - to serve the needs of others.  Service is faith in action.  Followers of Jesus love to serve.  Otherwise –according to James- our faith is a fake! 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. (James 2:14-18 NIV)   

What happens as we serve together?

1. Serving is participating in Christ's work in the world

Faith is more than just an idea in our heads – faith is practiced by acts of service.  When families engage in service together, it powerfully reinforces the belief that we are here on earth -not just for our own selfish indulgence- but to participate with God in helping and blessing others.  By serving, we continue Jesus' work in this world.   

2. Serving together builds community and character 

As young and old across the generations work shoulder to shoulder, they can talk heart to heart.  Serving together and giving the reason why we do this makes for great faith mentoring.  Much value is added to the acts of service as the stories are shared afterwards.  Reflecting on the events, the feelings, the relationships, the reasons for service, and how the acts of service benefited others- can give life a sense of meaning and connectedness that is often lost in this selfish world. It builds character … as well as the whole body of Christ.
3. Serving together values the preciousness of others  

Like in Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan.  It’s oh so modern!  A man on a journey is robbed and beaten within an inch of his life.  The priest and Levite who passed by the wounded man didn’t want to get their hands dirty.  They had an agenda that day.  No one else’s need –no matter how desperate- was going to mess it up.  Like many of us today: we have jobs to do, people to meet, places to go, tasks to finish.  We get so self-absorbed and “blinkered” in what we have to get done, we don’t even want to notice the needs of others around us.  Sadly, when I'm in this rut, my world shrinks to the size of "me".
In Jesus' eyes, all people are precious; and are to be treated accordingly!  Each one God has made is precious to him.  Do we demonstrate this to our young people?  Serving together helps us to value the preciousness of others.        

Some practical examples of serving together:

· Christmas boxes are a way of serving the poor in overseas countries.  Imagine never having ever received a present in your life – one day a truck pulls up to your village, and someone gives you a bright box full of goodies.

· Look out for the “little ones”.  Jesus: See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  (Matt 18:10 NIV)  

· Lots of people want new ministries to happen. Well if that’s you, what are you doing about it? Are you praying into it?  Are you encouraging others?  Are you sowing into a ministry by serving with you time, your talent, your resources?  To minister means to serve.  Some of you have a ministry gift and passion that is currently dormant… so as a result maybe you’ve become a disgruntled spectator?  I suggest that it’s time to come down out of the grand-stand and get involved in the game.  Find a place or some people to serve. You find your life by losing it in service to others!   

· We all want a vibrant Children’s Ministry.  That needs a team of enthusiastic, servant-hearted people from across the generations.  I've said it before, and I'll say it again: "It takes a whole village to raise child." 

· Why not as a family, or as a small group, hook into some cleaning, or ushering, or tea & coffee here at Immanuel?    

· If you make a mess, clean it up!   If someone else has made a mess, help them clean it up.   

· The workplace can be a “dog-eat-dog” place where everyone is vying for supremacy. Try a little kindness. Help, serve, or bless someone at work or school.  

· Decide as a family to sacrifice some of your Christmas luxuries and give the money to the poor. eg later this year we'll be distributing the Australian Lutheran World Service Gifts of Grace Catalogue. 
· There's an epidemic of loneliness in our culture.  As a family or a small group, invite a single, widowed, or elderly person around for a meal each month… or each term.  

· Together work out a family project to help someone else. eg clean up the yard of an elderly person who can’t do it anymore.  Or pick up some rubbish around the block or in a park near where you live. 
· Write notes of encouragement.  Or thank someone for their acts of service.  We ALL like to be appreciated.  
In Closing:  
Surveys show that adults who have a clear sense of a gracious God in their lives and the desire to serve others tend to be those who remember doing acts of service with their parents when they were children.  This suggests that family/intergenerational service projects have a life long impact on children.   So if we want to build the faith and servant heart of Jesus in our children, it’s vital that we adults engage in concrete acts of service AND involve our young persons with us.  It's how Jesus grows in our hearts; and how Jesus makes himself known to others! Amen.

� In Mark: Mk 8:31-336, 9:9-10, 9:30-32, 10:32-34, 10:45.   See the parallels in Matthew and Luke.


� In Mark: Mk 9:33-37, 10:13-16, 10:35-44.  cf Luke 22:24-27 which places one of these arguments at the Passover meal!!!!! 





